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Meinlngen, the emperor's eldest sister. She possibly
might have, in spite of all, retained her social eminence,
had she not allowed herself to be compromised, first, in
the eyes of a few, and subsequently, in a more general
fashion, by the only brother of the empress, Duke Ernest-
Gunther of Schleswig-Holstein-Augustenburg. The asso-
ciation of their names ultimately became such that the
great ladies of the Berlin Court, commenced to cut adrift
from the fair foreigner, whose resentment at this treatment
naturally became particularly bitter against precisely those
with whom she had been most intimate.

Her animosity against Countess Fritz Hohenau was
especially intensified by the particularly offensive manner
in which she was cut by "Charlotte of Prussia," whose
bitter and contemptuous remarks concerning her were
naturally communicated to the foreign lady by the men
who still frequented her salons. Through these noblemen
and princes she was kept au courant of everything that
went on at court, and there is no doubt that she was able
to extract much information concerning the emperor and
his family from the duke, who visited her daily, and who
was infatuated by her potent and undeniable charms be-
yond all reason.

Of course, no one dreams to-day of accusing the duke
of having knowingly played any part in the fabrication
of the anonymous letters; but there is no doubt that, with
his utter absence of discretion, his lack of intellectual bril-
liancy, and the thoroughly royal predilection for gossip
and tittle-tattle, which monopolize to this day his interest,
he imparted to her, in the course of his daily visits, a
vast amount of news and information which she could not
possibly have obtained from any one else. Dissipated,
foolish and indiscreet to an incredible extent, the duke isrds, to the
